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MANCOSA Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) Application 
Statement of Intent
All applicants for the MANCOSA Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) Programme are required to complete the Statement of Intent template electronically. 
Purpose: The Statement of Intent serves as a research concept note in the form of a Preliminary Research Proposal. It outlines the discipline for which the DBA Study is proposed, the significance of the study and how you plan to pursue the proposed research. It also supports your motivation for admission into the Pre-Registration Doctoral Research Proposal Development Programme of the DBA Programme and will assist in the appointment of a suitable supervisor.
Please complete each of the Sections below:

SECTION A: GENERAL DETAILS 

	Title
	

	Surname
	

	First Name/s
	

	Contact Email
	

	Master's Research Title
	

	Preliminary Title of DBA Study
	

	Discipline for which the DBA Study is proposed (e.g., Entrepreneurship, HRM, Marketing, etc)
	

	Doctoral Research Theme
(Please refer to the DBA Prospectus and indicate the research theme that best aligns with your proposed DBA study). 

	








SECTION B: PRELIMINARY DOCTORAL RESEARCH PROPOSAL WITH GUIDELINES (Maximum 10 pages)

	1.1 
Motivation for Admission into the DBA 

	
Provide a brief motivation for your admission into the MANCOSA DBA Programme.
Describe your professional environment and broader social context.
Explain why you are interested in pursuing research in the chosen topic/area of specialisation. 



	1.2 Title

	· Provide a preliminary title for your proposed study.
· The title should succinctly capture the main focus of the study (preferably not exceeding 15 words).
· The title should not be phrased as a question. 

	1.3 Main Focus of the Study, Discipline and Doctoral Research Theme

	
· Explain the main focus and purpose of your study.  
· Indicate the broad area of specialisation/discipline for your study to guide Supervisor selection.
· Demonstrate the alignment of your proposed study with the selected doctoral research theme.


	1.4 Background and Significance of the Study 

	
· Provide some information about the context and background to the problem/challenge/issue that is being studied.
· Describe the significance of the study and rationale for undertaking your study. 
· Formulate a general statement of what you hope to find out and what/who will benefit from your study.


	1.5 Research Problem and Problem Statement

	· Describe the research problem (challenge/issue translating to research gaps) that your study will investigate or explore.
· Provide the research problem statement.


	1.6 Key/Critical Research Questions

	· Identify the main research question(s) your study will address.  
· This could be 1, 2 or at most 3 questions (It should not be a long list).
· The questions should be connected to the research focus and problem identified above.

	1.7 Brief Literature Review

	
· Present the literature you have consulted to support your research focus/problem and which may be used to guide your study.
· Demonstrate evidence of having consulted relevant, recent and seminal writings. 
· The literature review could also refer to conceptual/theoretical frameworks which underpin the proposed research. 


	1.8 Proposed Methodology

	
· Outline the proposed research methodology for the study.
· Provide an outline of the data collection plan and what data you plan to consider for addressing the research question(s). 
· Identify what will be your data sources, sampling, etc. 


	1.9 References

	
· List all references consulted in developing this Statement of Intent for your proposed doctoral study. 
· The literature cited may refer to the different sections of the proposal, including the background context, the problem, other studies in the topic and the methodology being proposed. 


	General guidelines and information 

	· This preliminary research proposal should not exceed 10 pages in length.
· This Statement of Intent forms part of the selection criteria for admission into the Pre-Registration Doctoral Research Proposal Development Programme of the DBA.
· It provides a broad guideline on the intended area of research and specialisation to assist MANCOSA in appointing a suitable Supervisor for your study.
· If successful in being admitted into the Pre-Registration phase of the DBA, your final Research Proposal will be developed during the Doctoral Research Proposal Development Programme, which involves participating in four mandatory Weekend Research Workshops.
· You will need to present and defend your final Research Proposal within the 6-month Doctoral Research Proposal Development Programme.
· Thereafter, the proposal is submitted to the Doctoral Research Committee (DRC) for review and approval.
· Once the proposal is approved by the DRC, the candidate will be eligible to register and enrol into Year 1 of the MANCOSA DBA Programme.

	SIGNATURE:___________________________________                             DATE:__________________________
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