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Performance boost for disabled teacher
Muzi Zincume

IT’S great news for a wheelchair-
bound mathematics teacher of 
Bhekikusasa High School, as 
Themba Dlamini can now perform 
his duties without any challenges.
This after receiving 
assistance from Mancosa 
Private College last 
Monday as they donated 
a laptop computer and 
projector, and modified his 
classroom to ensure that 
Dlamini’s work becomes 
easier. 

Themba joined the 
Ubizo-based Bhekikusasa 
High School in 2011 and 
teaches maths in Grade 12, 
Life Science in Grade 12, 
English in Grade 8, and 
maths in Grade 9.

He began his teaching 
career in 1987 but his 
life changed drastically 
in 2009, while he was 
teaching at Sangoyana 
Reserve.

‘I was driving to work in 
the morning, when I was 
attacked by a group of men 
who forced me to stop.

‘They ordered me to get 
out of the car and started 

shooting. That incident resulted 
in me being confined into a 
wheelchair to date,’ said Themba.

‘However, that incident did 
little to distract me from my 
commitment and passion for 
teaching.

‘Having supportive teaching 
staff and colleagues has re-
energised me to give it all when 
executing my duties as a teacher.

‘I’m grateful to the Department 
of Education for considering my 
situation when doing renovations at 

the school last year.
‘My biggest challenge is that as 

a wheelchair-bound person, my 
writing arm easily gets tired and I 
only use the bottom of the board as 
I can’t reach to the top. ‘When it is 
raining I get wet quickly, because it 

takes time for me to jump out of the 
car and get into the wheelchair.

‘At times I get attacked by 
painful nerves while teaching and I 
find myself frowning or screaming.

‘When this happens, learners 
laugh at me, not understanding my 

condition.
‘At least I have now been 

allocated a classroom of my 
own and learners will come to 
me rather than me having to 
move around,’ he said.

Professor Magnate 
Ntombela from Mancosa, who 
is responsible for admission 
and liaison, said they were 
touched by Themba’s story so 
they decided to lend a hand.

‘We believe that if a person 
lives with the difficulties of 
being disabled, and there is 
a way of helping, we should 
do so. 

‘This is part of Mancosa’s 
ethos since our institution was 
formed 25 years ago.

‘I am also very pleased to 
see members of the SGB and 
local traditional leadership, 
Induna Mzokhona Mpanza. 
This is a clear indication that 
the school is working together 
with the community,’ said 
Prof Ntombela.Themba Dlamini performing his teaching duties

Education

ZR
20
40
21
-2
0M


